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lRural ]oumallst overcom

and then worrie about the help Offers of assmtance

sale of their local newspaper. .
“A friend of mine and I got
the- crazy idea:that we. would.

try.to-buy the newspaper,” "Hi
Linda. said.- They made a bid-
‘but a company .from Georgia

named Morris Muliimedia

° bought the paper instead,
- 8till, Linda and her frlend

were ‘so mtngued by the com-

.. munity that they decided to

dent was born..

.. “The workload was mcredl- . a
ble and the competition. was
stiff,” Lmda said. Ultimately,
it Lmda s partner went back to’
“" Salina but Linda continued to -
- produce the paper. Then she;

5. was approached by the owners

she came to Kansas and’ ultx-
‘mately got a job at the Salida
Journal where she worked
nearly 27 years, COVEring news
stories in commumtles around
Salina. -

One of those commumtles_

was - the . rural - town of
Ellsworth, population 2,946
people. Now, that’s rural. Thls
town ‘had a shock when its
long-time. newspaper publlsh-
er, Karl Gaston, waskilledin a

tragic auto accident. Towns- .

people grieved. for the family,

" County-.

of the newspaper chain about
a merger, which was finalized

in 2001, Linda became editor

and: co-owner of the Elisworth
Independent-
Reporter

“They’ve been great " Lmda
said -of Morris Multimedia.

“They ‘don’t interfere and '
- they’ve been very supportwe

Then came Sunday, June 19,

.2011. Linda was home when

she got a. call from her busi-

ness manager, ‘'whose husband -

is a firefighter.
“I think she was trymg to
ease me into what had hap-

. pened,” Llnda said. “She told',"'
' d t ~ came from all-over. Remark-:
-ably, that week’s edltlon of the

P createacompetmgnewspaper. ‘blo
= -to serve. Ellsworth. The
‘Ellsworth County Indepen-,

was not only a huge loss, it
a newsstory to'cover..

. Linda.and her staff swungr,‘
1nto -action, taking. pictures.

and interviewing .people.

Meanwhile; Linda was think-
ing about how.to produce.a.

newspaper. Her first call was

to the scliool supermtendent .
to ask about. using:the high -
school journalism depart-
ment, and he didn’t hesitate'to ' | . :
~commend Linda, Mowery—Den— o
'mng and all those involved "
.with the, Ellsworth County

»Independent Reporter for

agree. Fortunately; Linda had
the page templates on her lap-
top computer. which she had
with her at home.

‘The next morning, the exec-
utive director and .the presi-
dent of the Kansas Press Asso-
ciation were in Ellsworth to

ne dent-Reporter ‘Was. produced ‘

remarkable Job 7 Linda. said.: -
For the newspaper -staff, this. .

' v1ded Ieadershlp‘ foi
-commumty

‘ she'sets for her: own

Ellsworth .County ‘Indepen-

through a very. challengmg T

year,” said Glorla Freeland, ’

newsp
through the excellent ex.

m ybe that phrase 1sn’t ] e
any more, bui the tradtt;ons of
local coverag: "n_d on- tlme,_ :
publication '

making a -difference.. by
demonstratmg 'that, in rural
Kansas, even a. flre 1snt
enough to stop the presses

£ eslH,uck. g



